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= much Honoured Friends, „ 
HE Deſen of publiſhing. theſe 
plain Diſcourſes, which I here 
maß ean Humble Preſent of to 
jour Honours, is to ſbem you how ſin- 
cerely defirous 1 am of ſerving your In. 
Z Abroad, by promoting the Peace 
Order of the Society which 1 have 
the Care of in the Min of the Goſpel. 
I can in any meaſure * 29 
10 the happy Settlement of this Place, 
as T ſhall exceedingly rejoice in it; ſo 
I hope my Endeavours that way, in the 


faithful Diſcharge of m „Office, will meet 
. 4 * N at your Hands 


EP am, 


8 W Honours TY 
8 Moſt Humble Swat, 
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MA TT HEWV. 44. 


But 1 ſay unto you Love your Rene. 


The Context runs thus. 
7% Wow beard that it hath been 1 i, 


thou ſhalt Love thy Neighbour and 
Hate thine Enemy: But I fay unto 
Jon love your Enemies, bleſs them 
that curſe Jon, do good to them that | 
hate you, and pray for them that 


f 5 deſpiteſal ly we. ou, and perſecute Joh. 


HE Law given to the Jews by- 
- Moſes, tho? it was the beſt that 
People could then bear, yet it 


* bell is far enough ſhort of Fer fecti- 
on; as our Saviour fully demonſtrates 
in x his excellent Sermon upon the Mount _ 
Mong; . where e 


I 
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= SERMON I. 

where his great Deſign being to give a 

much higher and more perfect Inſtitution 

„ of Life and Manners than that was; he 

1 A e the Precepts of the Moral Lam 

: Anceéer the ola Diſpenſation, and then ſhews 

| how much farther they were to be car- 

; ry'd, and what Improvements were to 
be made of them under the New. Te 
have heurd that it hath been ſaid, thou 
ſhalt love thy Neighbour and hate thine 

Enemy: but I ſay auto you love your Ene- 
1 ROT YT OL 

That the Jews were required to love 
their Neighbour will admit of no diſpute, 
for *tis expreſsly commanded, Lev. xix, 
18. All the queſtion is how. this lat- 

ter part of hating Enemies came to ob- 
tain it's Authority among them. There 
is but one Paſſage from whence this 
Miſtake could ariſe, and it is this; in 
the 7th of Deut. and elſewhere, they 
are forbid to contract any Friendſhip or 
Affinity with thoſe Seven Nations, that 
border'd immediately upon the Country 
where: they lived ; they were neithe 
to: ſpare nor pity. them, but gs to 
deſtroy them. - Now-the' reaſon of this 
uncommon Severity towards thefſe Na- 
zions was plain and obvious; for, as their 
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and monſtrous Diſſolution of their Man- 
ners, was ſure to be a Snare to a Peo-— 
ple that were apt to be led by Exam - 
ple, and yield to every little Tempta- 
tion; ſo the meaſure of their Iniquity 
was fill'd up, and made them ripe for 
Deſtruction. This then being a very ex- 
traordinary caſe, the Command given 
upon it was not to be carried beyond 
the reaſon of the thing: And yet the 
Jems, partly from hence, and partly from 
the great value they ſet upon them; 
ſelves, as being the choſen People of God, 
took upon them to hate and defprſe - 
all the World beſides, to eſteem them 
Enemies, and treat them as ſuch. This 
was a moſt pernicious Error, and very 
well deſerved to be Corrected, Which 
Our Saviour accordingly does in the 
Words of the Text, Bur / fay unto you, 
tove:- your Enemiec. 4028 
There are are ſome in this World that 
look upon this Command of Lovin E- 
nemies as too rigid and fevere, and are 
apt to cry out againſt it as the Diſci- 
ples did once upon another occafion, 
this is a hard ſaying, who can bear it; Tf 
they can forgive Ipjuries ſo far as not 
to Reven þ han „ they think 'tis very 
well; but to talk of returning Good for 
owe | Evil, 
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SERMON LI 
Evil, and, which is more, of loving thoſe. 


that hate us, and not only have done 


us all the miſchief that lies in their 
power, but -would do us more if they 
could, ſounds like a Paradox in their 


Ears, and will by no means go down 
with them, „ 


But after all theComplaints that are 


uſually made againſt the Severity of 


this Command, and the Difficulty of 
complying with it, I hope it ſhall ap- 
pear, in the Sequel of this Diſcourſe, 


that beſides that it is reaſonable in it 


ſelf, and neceſſary to our Tolerable 


living in the World, it is alſo highly 
conducive to the Eaſe and Pleaſure, the 


order to this I ſhall 


Hirſt, Shew what is the true Im- 
port of this Command of Loving Ene- 


Quiet and Satisfaction of the Mind. In 


mies. And 


Secondly, Offer ſome Motives to in- 
duce Meu to the Practice of this | Duty. "4 


_ Firſt then Iam to ſhew what i the 


true Import of this C ommand. And here 
it will be requiſite to enquire, Firſt ne- 
gatiyely, What it does not, and then po- 


itively, What it does import. 


SERMON 1. 


Firſt negatively. When we are re. 
quired to Love our Enemies; *tis not to 
be imagin'd, in the firſt place, that we 
love them as ſuch, or becauſe they are 
our Enemies. The Enmity that another 
bears us can never be a reaſon why we 
ſhould Love him : for Enmity is not 
only an ill quality in it ſelf, but one of 
the worſt any one can have, with re- 
ſpect to others. Inſomuch that while 
he continues to be an Euem, tis nei- 
ther reaſonable nor poſſible he ſhould 
be ſo dear to us, as he would be, if he 
had not that ill quality. We may Love 

a Man ſo far as to deſire his good up- 
on all accounts, tho? he be an Enemy; 
but *tis certain if he were not an Ene- 
my, we ſhould like him ſo much the 
better. And from hence it will fol- 
low, in the ſecond place; that this 
Command of Loving Enemies does not 
give them a Title to an equal ſhare in 
our Affections, with our intimate Boſom 
Friends, nor hinder us from making 
ſome diſtinction between them; for he 
that is our Enemy, is in a State of Sin: 
and this Conſideration, if we have that 
regard for Virtue and abhorrence of Vice 
which we bught to have, cannot but 


SERMON I. 


leſſen him in our Eſteem. Whereas he 


that is our Friend, is ſo upon a principle 
of Virtue; he is what he ought'to be, 
and acts according to the Perfection of 
his own Nature, as well as in Confor- 
mity with the Will of God: ſo that 
not to prefer him in our thoughts, to 
one that wants the good qualities he 


zs poſſeſt of, would be to deny him that 


to which he has a juſt claim, by the 


Laws both of God and Nature. In 


the Third and Laſt place, this Command 
of Loving Enemies does not oblige us 
to Treat them with that Openneſs and 
Freedom, which we are wont to uſe to- 
wards our Friends, Tis neither pru- 
dent nor ſafe to take a Man into our 
_ -Bofom, fo long as his Enmity laſts; 

for that might give him ſuch advan- 
tages as he would improve to very ill 


purpoſes, and put it into his power to 


o us ſo much the more miſchief. And 
we. know our Saviour requires us to be 
as Wiſe as Serpents, as well as harmleſs 
as Doves, But I proceed | 


Secondly, to ſhew what this Com- 
mand does import. The Love then 
which we owe to our Enemies, by vir- 
tue of this Command, is properly the 

| N - Love 
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Love of Benevolence, or a readineſs to 
do them good in all reſpe&s, eſpecially 
as they are under the unhappy Circum- - 
ſtance of being our Enemies. And this 

I gather from the Words immediately 


following thoſe of the Text; Bleſs them 


that curſe you, do good to them that hate 


Hou, and pray for them that deſpitefully uſe 


104, and perſecute you : All which, as it is 
virtually implied in the general Com- 
mand of Loving Enemies, ſo it ſeems to 
have been added by our Saviour, with 
no other deſign than to explain his Mean-. 
ing, and render it more intelligible. 
So that the Command of Loving Eue- 
mies implies theſe three things; 

Firſt, That we are to give them good 
Words, to be civil and obliging, kind 


and affable towards them. Bleſs them 


that Curſe you, ſays our Saviour; that is, 
tho our Enemies are ſometimes ſo un- 
reaſonable, that they will not afford 
us a good Word, either to our Faces 
or behind our Backs, yet we ought not 
to Treat them at this Rate; but whe- 

ther we converſe with them perſonally, 
we are to do it in a Civil and Courte- 
ous manner; or whether we have o- 


caſion of ſpeaking to others concern- 
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SERMON I. 


ing them, we muſt be ſo juſt to them 


as not to detract from them: and if 


ve cannot avoid mentioning their Faults, 


we ſhould be careful at the ſame time 


to ſay all the Good we know of them, 


and ſo leave the one to balance the o- 


ther, as far as it reaſonably may. 


; Secondly, T hat a are to do them all 
the kind and good Offices we are able, 


as occaſion ſhall require. If thine E- 


nemy hunger feed him, if he thirſt give 
him arink ; for in ho doing thou ſhalt 


| heap Coals of Fire on thy Head : an Al. 


ugon to the Art of melting the hardeſt 
kinds of Metal , which 1s done by put- 
ing Fire on the top, as well as under- 
neath the Veſſel where the Operation 
is made. An Enemy may be grown ſo 


inflexible and inveterate, as to reſiſt all 


other methods of Reconciliation ; but 
this of heaping Favours upon him, and 
following him with Kindneſs and Friend- 
ſhip, will overcome him and melt him 


down, in ſpite of his Enmity, and al- 


moſt whether he will or no. And this 
is What our Saviour means, when he 
Commands us 7o do good to them that 
hate as. ; 2 | T 
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SE RMO N IL. 
Thirdly, and Laſtiy, That beſides the 
uſing our earneſt Endeavours, by all the 


wiſe and prudent Methods we can think | 


of, to convince them of their Error, and 


bring them to a better Mind - That be- 


ſides and beyond all this, we are to pray 
to God for them, humbly preſenting 


our Petitions at the Throne of Grace in 


their behalf: Pray for them that deſpite- 


fully uſe you, and perſecute. you. A moſt e- 


levated heroic Pitch of Charity, and the 
moſt powerfully recommended to us 
Withal, even by the Example, as well 
as Command of the Son of God himſelf. 


And thus I have ſhewn what is. the 


true Import of this Command of Loving 
Enemies. But alas, Men do not want 
ſo much to be told what it is, as to be 


convinced of the Rea ſonableneſs and Ne- 
ceſſityof putting it in Practice: and it 


were well if any thing that can be ſaid 
would perſuade them to it. Give me 


leave then, under the 


| Third Head of my Diſcourſe, to offer 
ſome of the belt Motives I can think of, 


to perſuade us all to the ſincere Practice 
of this Duty. And | 4 


Hirſt, We are to conſider, that the For- 


; "ns. 
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S ERM ON I. 
giving Injuries, and not ſeeking to re- 
venge them, is a Rational Manly Virtue. 


If a Fool or a Madman ſhould, out of a 


freakiſh Humour, do any of us a Miſ- 


chief, could we think of revenging ſuch 


an Injury? We might pity the miſe- 
rable Circumſtances of ſuch a poor Crea- 


ture; but we could never ſo far unman 


our ſelves as to ſeek for Revenge. Why, 
every Man that is at Enmity with ano- 
ther, is, in that particular Inſtance, Mad 


and Beſide himſelf; that is, he acts un- 


reaſonably, and from the Suggeſtions of 
a diſtemperꝰd and over-heated Brain. So 
that we ſhould forgive Injuries, and for- 


bear to return them, if for no other rea- 


ſon, yet out of pure Strength and Gene- 


roſity of Mind; as we would avoid and 


ſcorn the doing ofany thing that is below 
the Dignity and Perfection of Human 


Nature. 


Secondly, It is neceſſary to our tole- 


rable living in the World. So long as 


the World continues to be what it is, 
there will be Injuries of one kind or o- 


ther always crouding in upon us, from 


every quarter; and he that thinks 
himſelf obliged to reſent all that come, 
will have enough to do: So that 10 5 


SERMON I. 
muſt either put up ſome Injuries, or he 
will have more Work upon his Hands 


than he can turn himſelf to. Nay, any 


one Injury cloſely purſued may be e- 


nough to diſturb the quiet of a Mans 


whole Life. For every act of Revenge 


is a freſh Provocation; and if the con- 


tending Parties are both of the ſame re- 
. ſolute Temper, there will be nothing 
but Revenge upon Revenge, one follow- 
ing upon the Heels of another, and till 
riſing higher, and higher as the Progreſs 


1s made, till at laſt they grow weary of 
the Conteſt, and wiſh it had never been 


begun. And why ſhould Men begin 


that which they know not either when 


or where it will end? Beſides, I believe 


there are very few Men fo unreaſonable © 


as to reſolve that the Quarrels they have 


once taken up ſhall laſt always; and if 


ſo then there muſt be ſome Acts of Obli- 
vion and Forgiveneſs paſs'd at ſome time 
or other: and why cannot this be done 
as well at firſt as at laſt? for the longer 


the Enmity laſts the more Injuries are 


receiv'd on both ſides, whereas the Wiſ- 


dom of an early Forgiveneſs would have 
cut off that long train of Evils, and In- 
conveniencies Which have follow'd for 


Thirdly © 


want of it. 
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SERMON I. 


Thirdly, the Praftice of this Duty 


yields great Pleaſure and Satisfaction to 


the Mind. A Man is always the beſt 
pleaſed when he is pleaſed with himſelf 


and his own Actions; when he can look 


into himſelf, and find all calm and ſerene 


and quiet there. And this is the Caſe of 


him that is of a meek, and charitable, and 
forgiving Temper. No rude Aſſaults 


from without can make any laſting Im. 
preſſion upon him, becauſe he does not 


ſuffer his Reſentments to govern him, 
but governs his Reſentments. The Re 
membrance of the generous and merci- 
ful Return, he has made to the ill Uſage, 
and hard Meaſure that has been dealt to 


him by others, is often ſpringing up 
in his Mind; and as often as it does fo 


it affords him a freſh Pleaſure, and is 


ever New and Entertaining. Above 


all, the Conqueſt he has gain'd over 
himſelf, over thoſe unruly Paſhons ; the 
wiſe and regular Management whereof 
is the very Top and Perfection of all Vir- 
tue; this I ſay is ſuch a matter of Joy 
and Triumph to him, that he would not 
forego the Thoughts of it, if he were to 
gain a World by it. But, on the con- 
trary, it is quite otherwiſe with the 

PE Revengeful 
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revengeful Man; tlie very meditating of 
Revenge gives him a great deal of Un- 
eaſineſs; it ferments and boils up with- 
in: him, and puts him upon a continual. 
rack all the while, till his Deſigns are 
brought about: and then, when he ex- 
pets to reap: all the Pleaſure of his Re- 
venge, how miſerably does he find him 
ſelf deceived? For. what look'd ſo fair 
and promiſing at a Diſtance, | appears 
now in another Shape and Hue; it ſtar- 
tles and affrights him, like his evil Genius, 
and always haunts him with black and 
diſmalApprehenſions ef that divine Men- 
geance which will one Day overtake 
them. 15 PR he) 22S 
Fourthly, and Laftly, let us conſider 
that the Practice of this Duty makes us 
like to God, and gives us the glorious Pri- 
vilege of being his Children. And I have 
reſerved this Argument to the laſt place, 
becauſe it is what our Saviour makes 
uſe of to enforce the Command given in 
the Text; after which it follows, Verſe 
45. That ye may be the Children of your Fa- 
ther which is in Heaven; for he maketh his 
San to ſhine on the Evil and on the Good, 
and ſendeth Rain on the Juſt and on the 
Unjuſt, Some of the 8 Perfections 
| | : | are 
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14  _SERWOME EB 
dq⁊ rte unimitable, and we can never make 
the leaſt approach towards them: But 
the Goodneſs of God, as it is the moſt 
imitable of all his Perfections, ſo the L. 
mitation of it is particularly recommend. 
ed to us, as that which does in a peculli. 
ar manner entitle us to that glorious and 
happy State, to which we all hope one 
Day to be admittcd e. 

1 ſhall. add no more, but cloſe up all 

- with our Saviour's own Words. Be je 
therefore Merciful, as your Father alſo i 
Merciful. Nom unto the King Eternil, 
Immortal, Inviſible, the only wiſe God, be 
Huonaur an Glory 5 for ever and even, 
Amen. 5 : e 
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St. JaMEs iii. 16. 


Where Envying and Strife is, there is 
Confuſion and every evil Work, 


Trife and Envy! two as great 
Plagues as can enter Hell it ſelf! 
*twas the Devil's Exvy, and his 
Pride together, that loſt him Hea- 


* 


ven; it was this that prompted him to 


ſeduce our firſt Parents, and ſtill makes 
him, what he is, the great Adverſary of 
Mankind. In a word, the Kingdom 
of Darkneſs was originally founded upon 
Euꝛy, and by Envy it is chiefly carried 
on. For the Devil never does his Work 
more effectually, nor with better 1 

a 1 1 5 Ce 87 
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I mall not diſtinguiſh them, but handle 
them jointiy. Here then the Apoſtle af. 
firms two tluings ennterning Strife and 


e 


SERMON. Il 
ceſs, than when he makes Men the In- 
ſtruments of ruining one another; which 


he does by fowing the Seeds of E, and 
Hatred, and Diſcord among them. ae, 
impera, is a Maxim that will ney 


fail him; and he knows it too well not 


to make uſe of it: For where. Enuying 


and Strife is, there is Confuſion and every 
evil Work, © VE 
What we tranſlate Envying here and 
elſewhere, ſeems to have ſomewhat a 
different Signification in the Original. 
The Word is S., which, when it is 


uſed in an ill Senſe, as it is here, ſigni- 


fies a violent, hat, fierce Diſpoſition ol 
Mind. But becauſe nothing creates 
Feuds and Animoſities among Men ſo 
much as Ezvy, therefore I chuſe to ſtick 
to our own-, Tranſlation}: taking th 
Word in as large Senſe as it will bean 
tings, that Envy and Strife are frequent- 
ly join'd together; and there is a. very: 
good Reæaſon to be given for it, for they 


commonly go together; the one being a 


natural Conſequence of tha other. : Soi 


Eau, Which ſhall be the Heads of- m 
following Diſcourſe. ß 
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5 wo That thi are * icious 
70 Hurnan 57 by ey pic all 
-that Order, and Tatmony, and mutual 
Agreement among Men, which is ſo 
neceſſary to the Happi inefs of their Lives: 
Mhere 215 mou s "wy "There 5 Co on. 
Joſe: "And," 


* 
* 
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| Seconitly, That ite} gi rompt and lead 
the way to all forts of Wickedneſs: 


Where Envymg and Siri ife i, there is not 
only Sac. on, but ev every evil Work. The 


Firſt thing chat. the Apoſtt A Hrn ec 


cerning Strife and Emvy, is, that they are 
very pernicious to human Seciety, by ſub- 
verting all that Order, and Harmony, and 


mutual Agreement amore Men, which 


is fo neceff ry to the Ha 577 5 '6f their 
Lives. Euxy is Nabaſe narrow, ſelfiſn Prin- 


ciple; and eres it enters, it preſent- 


ly breaks and divides Men into Parties 
ha Factions. And becauſe the envious 


Man is one that hates to ſee any other 


Man rife above him, or ſo much as come 


near him, in what he eſteems Valuable 


or Praife-worthy. Therefore ſo many as 


are tainted with this tow: Principle, fo 


many real Wai Factions are there in 
every 


- 
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every Society. And tho? ſome of theſe 


may combine together in one Intereſt, 


and ſome in another, yet: theſe very 


Men ſhall ſtill have their: Diviſions 3. 


mong themſelyes , and bear no good 


Will to one another in their Hearts. It 


may be, there is ſome old Grudge in 
the Caſe; or perhaps they have ſome 
little private Intereſt to purſue, and a 
very ſmall thing, if it be a matter of Inte- 
reſt, ſhall ſet them at variance, and 
breed Envyings, and Heart-burnings, and 
Animoſities among them. In ſhort, 
there can be no Harmony, no Agree- 
ment among Men where Ezvy. grows; 
this the Apoſtle intimates by joining Ex- 
y and Strife together, Where Envy is, 
chere wil be Strife: And where Strife and 
Er) both are, there can be nothing 
thats Orderly and Regular, but quite 
the contrary, much Diforder and Con- 
fuſion. . * 


© The Neceſſities of human Nature 


but there can be no 


force Men to draw near to together, and 


unite in Societies, and the main Sup- 
port. of all Societies is good Government; 

| e n Lee awith- 
our, Subordination : that is to ſay, tis 
7 1 that ſome Men ſhould be 


Maſters and ſome Servants, ſome Sups; 
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riors and ſome Inferiors. Now Strife 


and Envy do in a great meaſure cancel 


theſe Relations, ſo far I mean as to ren- 


der them Uſeleſs and Inſignificant. For 


while the Men of Fortune or Condition 


are ſtriving who ſhall be uppermoſt, and 
carry the Sway, every one endeavouring 


to ſtrengthen himſelf by drawing the 


reateſt Numbers to his Side ; Men of 
ooſe Principles and wicked Lives will be 
ſure to take the Advantage, they will 
ſoon caſt off all Reſtraints, and live and 
act as they pleaſe. And what a fair 
Advance is here towards Anarchy and 


Confuſion ? For commonly the firſt ſtep 
that ſuch Men take, is to lay aſide that 


Duty and Reſpect which they owe to 


their Betters ; and then *tis but one ſtep 


farther to fly in the Face of all Authority, 
whether Civil or Sacred. But this is 
not all, for if Lies and Slanders, Calum. 
ny and Defamation will ſerve a Turn, 


and promote the Intereſt of a Cauſe, 


theſe will be found the moſt proper In- 
ſtruments for the carrying onof ſuch baſe 
Deſigns; for we know, dirty People 


are always the fitteſt for dirty Work. 
And what a miſerable diſtracted Scene 


of Things muſt this be, when wicked 
Men are not only allowed but encou- 
| "D - = 
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raged in their evil Practices? And ſo 
much for the firſt thing that the Apoſtle 
affirms concerning Strife and Envy; they 
are very, pernicious to human Society, 
by ſubverting all that Order, and Har- 
mony, and mutual Agreement among 
Men, which is ſo neceſſary to the Hap- 
pineſs of their Lives; Where Envying and 


Strife is, there is Confuſion. But, 


Secondly, as Exvy and Strife, either 
ſingle or together, do bring great Diſ. 
orders into the Societies of Men, ſo they 
prompt and lead the way to all ſorts of 


Wickedneſs.: For where Envy and Strife 


is, there is not only Confuſion, but every evil 


or., What a deal of Miſchief has Envy 


done in all Ages of the World? In the 


very Infancy of the World, when Man- 
kind was but one Family, and there were 
but two Brothers in that Family, at 
leaſt we read of no more; Ezwvy {lew one 
of ?em. If we did not know the Story, 
we {hould beapt to ſuſpect that Cain had 
{ome mighty Provocation given him, that 


could tempt him to commit ſo unnatural, 


to barbarousan Action; and yet the Fault 
lay all at his own Door. Abel's Crime was 


ty of his Heart, for the fake of which 


+ 
, * 
— ; 
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SERMON II. 
God accepted his Offering, and for want 
of it rejected that of Cain; as we read, 
Gen. 4. 6, 7. And the Lord aid wnto 
Cain, why art thou wroth, and why is thy 


Countenance fallen ? if Haw doſt vel, ſhalt 


thou not be acccepted * and if thou 40% not 


well, Sin, or the puniſhment of thy Sin, lieth 


at the Door. And unto thee ball be his" De- 


fire, and thou ſhalt rule over him. Here 


was Encouragement enough given . 
to have become a better Man; and th 
would have reſtor d him to the Favour 


of God, which was what he envied his 
Brother for, as having a larger ſhare of 


it than himſelf. But inſtead of that, he 
reſolves to go a ſhorter ' way to work, 
tho? he only prolonged his own Miſer 


by it. End had render'd his Brother ſo 


hateful to him, that he could not bear 


the ſight of him: So to get rid of that 
uneaſie Paſſion, he imbrues his Hands in 


his Blood, and draws the Guilt of it u 


on his own Head. For Divine Venge- 


ance immediately purſues him; he is ba- 


niſnd from the Preſence of God and his 


Native Country at once ; and condemn'd 


to-wander as a Fugitive and a Vagabond 7 


in the Earth. 
Another Inſtance of this kind we have 
in . Hiſtory of Joſeph and his Brethren. 
2 Ot, 


4 7 
> — 


as  V 
St Stephen obſerves in the 7th of the Ado 
that the Patriarchs were moved with 

Exvy when they ſold Joſeph into Egypt. 
Now this Envy of theirs againſt him a- 
roſe partly from his having a more or- 
dinary Share of his Father's Affections, 
and partly from the Signification of his 
Dreams, which they look*d upon as Pre- 


ages of his future Advancement. But 


ice to what a pernicious height theſe 
eſentments were carried. Jacob ſends 
his Son Joſeph, then but a Youth, to 
his Brethren, who were feeding their 
+ Father's Flock in the Neighbouring 
Country, to ſee how it fared with them, 
This gave them a wiſh'd for Opportuni- 
ty of revenging the Quarrel they had a- 
gainſt him; an Opportunity which they 
could not have while they were toge- 
ther under their Father's Eye ; and they 
improved it accordingly ; for-they no 
ſooner diſcern'd him coming towards 
them, but they laid their Heads together 
and conſulted how they might kill him 
and conceal his Blood. One of them in- 
deed diſſuaded them from having an im- 
mediate hand in ſhedding his Blood; 
ſo they concluded to caſt him into a Pit, 
intending to leave him there to ſtarve in 
the Wilderneſs, And yet this alſo God 
1 | was 
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was pleas'd to divert them from, whaſe 
good Providence had ſo order'd it, that 


a Caravan of Midianitiſh Merchants, 


who were carrying Spicery down to 


pt, ſhould paſs by at that very point 


= when Jen Brethren were con- 
triving to take away his Life: to theſe 
Merchants was poor Joſeph fold as a 
Slave for an inconſiderableſum | 
A lively Inſtance to ſhew us how Emvy 


of Money, 


and Hatred, when they have once taken 
deep root, will extinguiſh all that is Ten- 


der or Compaſſionate in human Nature. 
For if there had been no natural Affecti- 
on in the Caſe, his Youth might have 


„ wg Nay, it ſeems he be. 
ught them in the very anguiſh of his 
Soul, and we may be ſure he would beg 
very hard when his Life and Liberty 


were at ſtake. But neither his 2 


nor his earneſt Cries and Entreaties (a 


there is a ſtrange Rhetorick in Tears) 


could at all move them from ſo cruel a 
Purpoſe; but reſolved they were to diſ- 
patch him out of the way : and to cover 


what they had done, they frame a plau- 


ſible Lie, and perſuade the good old 
Man to believe it. e 


It were caſie to multiply Examples 


1 


id the Rebellion of KRorah and his Come 


to hs P * What ſad Deſtrudtion 


pany bring with it? And what was it 
occaſion'd that Rebellion, but the Envy 


of theſe Men againſt Aaron and his Sons, 


for having the Prieſthood conferred up- 


on them? an Honour which they want. 
ed to be poſſeſs'd of themſelves; when 


at the Ane time they knew it was veſt- 


eck in that ſame Family by the ſpecial 


e e and e of God 
Himſelf. N 8 


* & 
x. hat t hard Uſage! 0 did Devil 
meet with at the Hands of Saul? and 
all for a little popular Breath. Tis true, 
the Compariſon between Saulis having 
ftain his Thouſands, and David his Ten 
Thodſands, might have been ſpar'd in 
int of Decorum. But beſides: that fo 


extraordinary an Achievement as that 
of killing the great Champion of the 


Philiſtines Army, might very well ad mit 
of ſome lofty ſtrains in a Poetical way; 


where was the Reaſon or Juſtice of be⸗ 


ing diſpleaſed ' with David for a thing, 
wh ifit had beena real Fault, yet it 


Was none of his, nor in his Power to pre- 
vent? But ſo it was, David's Praiſes had 


ſo ill a ſound in the Ears of Saul, and 
Im- 
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mediately fill'd him with Envy to ſueh 
à Degree, that from that Day forward 
he became his mortal and implacable E- 
nemy. _ T5 


hs 1 conclude this point. The moſt 
notorious Example of all others, from 


whence we may learn how Superlativea 


Degree of Wickedneſs Exvy will carry 


World, and deliver'd him up to the Ra. 


man Power to be put to death, purely out 
of Exvy, For beſides, that they were 


jealous of the great Reputation which 


his Miracles had gain*d among the Peo- 


ple; his Doctrine was too pure, and his 
Example too holy and good for them to 
endure . either the one or the other, 
This the Governour was ſo ſenſible of, 


(for he knew that for Exvy they had de. 
liver d him) that he would fain have 


acquitted him, and took ſome Pains to 
do it. But an inraged Multitude, headed 


by furious mad Zealots, like an impe- 


tuous Torrent, bears down all before it. 
"Twas now become dangerous to op- 
pole them: So Pate, preferring his 
preſent Safety to the future Teſtimony 


of a good Conſcience, yields to their im- 
„ portunate 
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Men to, was that of the Jewiſh San, 
hedrim, who rejected the Saviour of the 


Ee Nn 
ortunate Clamours, and condemns the 
rd of Life to a ſhameful and ignomi. 
" pony Death, ff #7: . 


And no that we may avoid thoſe e. 
vil Conſequences which I have hitherto 
been diſcourſing of, let us all endeavour 
after ſuch Diſpoſitions of Mind, as may 
comport with the wiſe Deſign of the 
Creator,in making Man a fociable Crea- 
ture; which was, that we might ad- 
miniſter not only to the Neceffities, but 
the Eaſe, and Comfort, and Happineſs of 
| each others Lives, while we continue 
together in this mortal State. ' 


Firſt then, let us learn to be humble, 
to think ſoberly and modeſtly of our 
ſelves, and fairly and equitably of others, 
according tothat of the Apoſtle, Phil. 2. 

374. In OO of Mind let each eſteem 
other better than themſelves. Loot not eve- 
15 Man at his own things, but every Man 
alſo at the things of others. We are too apt 

to over-rate our own Acquiſitions or 
Endowments, and to undervalue thoſe 
of other'Men. And this is one reaſon 

hy Men are envious at each others 

Proſperity, or Advancement, or Reputati- 

on in the World. Whereas if we * 
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but weigh things in a juſt Balance; we 
ſhould be convinced, that the difference 
in Mens Fortunes is, for the moſt part, 
owing to ſome real difference in the E- 
ducation, or Induſtry, or natural Endow- 
ments of one Man above another, Some 
times indeed it plainly appears to be other 


wiſe : But then we are to reſolve all that 


into the Wiſdom of Divine Providence. 
For we may be ſure God has wiſe and 
good Reaſons for every thing he does, 
tho at preſent we cannot comprehend 
_—_ and we muſt not pretend to the 
egree of Humility, if we cannot 
—— y acquieſce in the diſpofal of an 
infinitely” wiſe and good Providence, | 
— lot. us nl e Charity 5 
among Our ſelves; one excellent Proper- 
ty whereof is, that it deſtroys this bitter 
root oFExvy ; Charity, ſays the Apoſtle, 
emvieth not. And indeed, what-can be 
plainer ? whoever envi the. Happineſs - 
of one whom he had a hearty Affection 
for? No certainly, where Love is, there 
is no room for Envy. Let us but love 
one another as we ought to do, and then 
we ſhall be ſo far from grudging or re- 


pining at the good of others, or taking 


joy Feaſure! in their — that, - . 
on 


30 


them that do rejoice, and weep with then 


* 


that weep, That is to ſay, we ſhall 
ſympathize, and be mutually affe. 
Qed with each others Condition, we- 
ther in Proſperity or Adverlity. 


Thirdly, and Laſtiy, Let us uſe our ut- 
moſt Endeavours to acquire a peaceable 
Temper of Mind. This is ſo neceſſary 
to the well-being of all Bodies or Com- 
munities of Men, that without it, Soci- 
ety would be a Curſe inſtead of a Bleſ- 
ſing. Something like this we ſee amon 

other Creatures; ſuch as are Harmieß 
and Inoffenſivè commonly herd together 


in Flocks; but ſuch as are Fierce and 


Cruel, and live by preying upon other 
kinds, do naturally divide from one an- 
other. In truth, a Man that is of 
contentious, quarrelſome, turbulent Spi- 
rit, has nothing ſo like him, in this viſible 
World, as a Beaſt of Prey; and deſer- 
as well to be chaſed and driven out 
of human Society. What a miſerable 


thing muſt it be to live among Men 


that are always either openly quarrelling, 


and wrangling, and contending, or ſe- 


cretly undermining and ſupplanting one 
another. This is ike the Fiends ayer" 
| Fo thoſ 


NY | 


thoſe accurſed Spirits who agree in no- 
thing, unleſs it be in doing Miſchief ; but 


are everlaſtingly embroiPd with Feuds 


perpetual Plagues and Torments to one 
another. On the contrary, as the Pfal- 


3 8 


and Diſcords. Inſtead of Order, there is no- 
thing but Mutiny, and Tumult, and Up- 
roar among them; and ſo they become 


miſt ſpeaks, How good and how pleaſant is 


it for Brethren to dwell. 5s in Unity? 
What a happy State muſt it be, what a 
n Earth, when Men are firm- 


* : 


y.united together in the Bands of Love; 


when they have no other Contentions a- 


mong them, but who ſhall be the moſt 


obliging, and who ſhall out- do another 


in Offices of Kindneſs and Humanity? 


* 
* 


This is to imitate the Life of the Bleſſed 


Saints and Angels above: There's no 


4 


ſuch thing as Diſcord among them; no- 
thing to break or diſcompoſe the mutual 


Harmony and Agreement of thoſe Hea- 
venly Minds; but they are inſeparably 
link d together by the ſtrongeſt and the 


moſt laſting ties of Love and Friend- 


wa * 


7 Wherefore, as we hope ever to arrive 
at thoſe peaceful happy Regions where 
they are, let us be conſtantly aſpiring 


E 2 8 


4 
5 - 
. * 


1 


# 


11 SERMON H. 

to attain that quiet, and gentle, and peace 
able ** of Mind, which our holy 
Religion does ſo frequently inculcate up- 
on us. Be of one Mind, ſays the Apo- 
ſtle, and hive in peate; again, be at peace 
ambug jour ſelves, So again we are com- 
manded to follow after the things that mate 
for peace, and to keep the Unity of the Spi. 
rit in the Bond of peace. I ſhall conclude 
all with an Exhortation of the fame A- 


7 
* 


poſtlez/ Now I beſtech-you- Brethren, | mark 
them- which cauſe Diviſions and Offences, 
contrary to the Doctrine which we have lear. 
nod, and avoid them. If it be poſſible, as 
with as lieth in you, live peaceably with all 
Men, And the Peareof God, which paſſeth 
all Underſtanding, | {ball keep your Hearts 
_— Minds, through Chriſt Jeſus, to whom 
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ory for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Put them in mind to be ſubje& to Prin- 
cipalities and Powers, to obey Ma- 
giſtrates. | 


HAT the Liberty of the Goſ- 
pel, or, as St. Paul ſpeaks, the 
Liberty wherewith Chriſt hath 

— made us Free, carries no other 

meaning in it, than that Men are no 

longer tied to the Ritual Obſervances of 
the Moſaic Law, is evident beyond all 

Exception. And yet, as plain as it is, 
the Adverſaries of Chriſtianity took an 

occaſion, from the Apoſtles 2 this 

kind of Liberty ſo frequently as N 
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did, both in their Writings and Diſcour- 
ſes, to repreſent that holy Religion as 
deſtructive to Government, and as tend- 


ing to diſſolve thoſe Civil Relations oſ 


Prince and Subject, Maſter and Servant, 
which are the main Support of human 
Society, and by which, the Peace and 
Order and Happineſs of Mankind are 
chiefly maintain d and preſerv d., To 
take off this unjuſt Imputation, the Apo- 
ſtles did every where ſet themſelves ear- 


nieſtly to preſs and inculcate the Ne- 


ceſſity of Obedience to all ſorts of Go- 
vernment, whether Civil or Sacred, 
Publick ot Domeſtick. Thus St. Paal 


exhorts, Rom. 13. 1. Let every Soul be 


ſubject to the Higher Powers : For there is 


uo Power but of God; the Powers that be, 
are ordained of God, Again, Eph. 6. 1. 


the Rule over you, and ſubmit gour Frets 3 


And not nith Grief, for that is unp! 


Chiluren bbey your Parents in the Lord, 


| Again, Col. 3. 22. Servants, obey in all 


in all things your Maſters, according to 
the Fleſh ; not with Eye-Service, as pleaſing 

Men, but with beer of Heart, fearing 
God. Thus the Author to the Hebrews, 
Cap. 13. Ver. 17. Obey them that have 


for theywatch for jour Sonls as t 
give arcount ; that they may do it with 


hey that muſt 
77 
ab 
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fir you. Thus St. Peter, 1 Eph. Chap 2. 
Ver, 13, 14. Submit jour ſelves to every 
Ordinance of Man —— the Lord's ſake : whe- 


ther it be to the Ring as Supream, or unto 


Governours, as unto them that are ſent by 


him for the Puniſhment of evil Dvers, and 


for the Praiſe of them that do well, And 


thus again, St. Paul, in the Words of 


the Text, Put them in mind to be ſubject 


to Principalities and Powers, to obey Magi- 
rates. In diſcourſing upon Which Words 
I thall do theſe three t ings. | FRE 


1 ſhall pre niſe an Obſervati- 
on 5 two, natura ly 9 ng e 


T er „ 


— I hat is where the 9 
ty of Tnferiars towards their Superiors | 


does mainly conſiſt. And 


Thpirdhy, 1 mall uſe ſome proper Mo- 


tives to engage chem to it. 


"Bf, Then I obſerve that When! are 


very apt to forget their Duty, This I 
gather from the Word which the Apo- 


his to Titus, umipinrnoxe avrys put them 
in mind; which Plainly intimates that 
F | the 


ſtle here makes uſe of, in this Advice of 
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they were' apt to forget their Duty in 
this particular. And in truth, none 
are more prone to forget themſelves, and 
the Relation they. bear to others, than 
thoſe whoſe turn it is to obey. Submif. 
ſion has ever been look'd upon as a hard 
Leſſon, and goes ſo much againſt: the 
Grain of our corrupted. Nature, that 
very few are willing to learn it: and if 
ſome have been ſo happy as to have been 
taught this Leſſon in their tender Years; 
yet ill Company and ill Examples do too 
often debauch both their Principles and 
Manners, and ſoon make them forget 
it. And then he that goes about to re. 
freſh their Memories, or teach them 
this Leſſon anew, has ſo much the har- 
der Task on't, by how much more tis 
difficult to root out ill Principles and 
Habits, than to plant good ones at firſt: 
and yet, be it never ſo difficult, ve 
that are call'd to that Office muſt not de- 
cline it. For I obſerve in the ef 
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Second place, that we who miniſter to 
others in holy Things, are not only to 
exhort Men to their Duty, and admo- 
niſh them of their Faults in general: 
but we are more eſpecially required to 
ſtir up and awaken their Minds to 2 

| | Senſe 
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Senſe of thoſe Duties which are moft 


neglected by them. For thus St Pau! 


directs Titas, whom he had ordain'd 


Biſhop of Crete, put them in mind, ſays 
he, fo of inp to Principalities and Pow- 


ers, to obey Magiſtrates, And any one 
that conſiders either what an obſtinate 


rebellious Temper the Jews were of, or 


what looſe Antichriſtian Doctrines were 
ones, oa thoſe of the Groſtick Hereſie, 
muſt know, that Diſobedierice to Go- 


vernment, of all kinds, was one of the : 
reigning. Sins of thoſe times. But be- 


ſides the Authority of an Apoſtolical 
Practice, which one would think were 


ſufficient to bear us out in theſe difficult 
Inſtances of our Duties, I cannot but 
obſerve the Reaſonableneſs of the thing. 


We that have-the Care of Souls com- 
mitted to us, are by an eaſie Metaphor 


; * : 
— 
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calPd Spiritual Phyſicians. Now ſup- 


poſe a Phyſician that goes to viſit a ſick 
Perſon, ſhould entertain him with a 
learned Diſcourſe of Anatomy, and the 


curious Structure of human Bodies, or 
of the Nature and Virtue of Plants and 


Minerals; and never opens his Mouth all 


the while, to ſay what the Man ails, or 


what Courſe is to be taken with him: 


What would the World ſay of ſuch a» 


F 2 EE. 
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| Phyſician as this? the poor Man, whois 
in a deſperate Condition, wants to have 

his particular Caſe conſider d and exa- 
min'd into, and proper Remedies pre- 
ſcribed and applied, in order to his Re- 
covery. This is what he wants and ex- 

wp but for all the reſt, *tis nothing 
but Amuſement, and, for the good tis 
like to do, might as well be let alone. 
The Caſe is exactly parallel, ſo I need 
not make the Application. I proceed 
therefore to the V 


Second thing propoſed, which was to 
ſhew wherein the Duty of Inferiors to- 
wards their Superiors, does mainly con- 
ſiſt. And here Os 7 


Hiſt, The Duty of Inferiors, is to 
| . a ready chearful Obedience to the 

_ lawful Commands of all ſuch as have any 
Authority over them. For all Power and 
Authority is derived from God, who is 
the great Source and Fountain of Power; 
according to that of the Apoſtle, there 

is no Power but that of God; the Pom- 
ers that be, are ordain'd of Gol ; who- 

ſoe ver therefore reſiſteth the Power, reſiſtetl 
the Ordinance of God; and they that reſiſt, 
Hall receive to themſelves Damnation. The 
LE 217 | Supreme 
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Supreme Magiſtrate is God's immediate 


Vicegerent on Earth; and every inferior 


Magiſtrate is ſuppoſed to repreſent the : 
Supreme: So that to diſobey the lawful. 


Commands of either the one or the o- 


ther, is not only to deſpiſe and trample 
upon the Authority of the Divine Laws, 
but will one Day be accounted for, as an 


act of Rebellion againſt the great Sove- 
reign of the World, for thus our Saviour 


himſelf has determined the Caſe, Late 


10. 16. He that deſpiſeth you, deſpiſeth me 
a4 he that pit me, 22 ; 


_ Secondly, tis the Duty of Inferiors, to 
honour and reſpect the Perſons of their 
Superiors. This is neceſſary to the 


Support of their Authority, which muſt 


otherwiſe ſink and come to nothing. 


Authority without ReſpeR, is little more 


than a Name; tis a weak feeble thing, 
and ſerves to very little Purpoſe. He 
therefore that denies that Regard to 


his Superiors, which is due to the Place . 
and Station they are in, does what in 


him lies to leſſen their Authority, and 
render them Vile and Contemptible in 
the Eyes of others. And this is a Caſe 
which admits of no Exceptions: Prin- 


Ces 


him that 
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ces and Magiſtrates, whether $608: or 
bad, are to haveputward Reſpect paid 
them for the ſake of their Geer 
Saul was a wicked Prince, Ps Fas 
treated him as a King, even after God had 
rent the Kingdom Nen him, as we read 
in the 15th of the 1ſt Book of Sm. God 
ſends the Prophet Samuel to ex web i: 
with Saul for difobeying his Commands, 
and to let him know, that his Diſobedi- 
ence had loſt him the Kingdom of 7 al, 
The Prophet had no ſooner delivered his 
Meſſage, but he offers to be gone; which 
the King perceiving, humbles himfalf; * 
and entreats him to return: this the 
Prophet peremptorily refirſes to do, v, 
26. Aud Samuel ſaid unto Saul, I will not 
return with thee, for thou haſt rejected 
word of the Lord, and the Lord h 
jected thee from being King over Hrael. Bur 
Feden the King 1 5 ſo viſible a 
Neglect, upon ſo publick : an Occaſion, 
could not Tot leſſen him in the Eſteem 
of thoſe who were to live under his Go- 
vernment : This 5 the Mat- 
ter at once. v. 30, 31. Then Saul ſaid, 
I have ſinned, yet honour me nom I pray 
- thee 7 5 the El ders of my People, and be- 
fore Iſtael, and turn again wit, me: that I 
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may worſbip the Lord thy God. 80 Samui 
; turned 
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for his Life 
ny him that outward Reſpect which was 
due to the Eminence of his Rank and 
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Now there is a double Reſpect due 
from every Man to every Man, but e{- 
pecially from Inferiors to their Superiors, 
In the [7 


* 
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turned again after Sal, and Saul worfbip- 
ped the Lord, Samuel knew that the King- 
dom was ſurely departed from the Houſe 


of Saul 18. :auſe he was to poſſeſs it 
the Prophet would not de- 


nie 


rf place, there is a civil Deport- 
ment due to them, which every one that 


| knows what belongs to good Manners, 
both underſtands, and is careful to ob- 


ſerve. But then, in the next place, there 
is a Decorum to be obſerv'd in Words 
as well as Actions; and indeed Men are 
here generally the apteſt to give Offenee. 
There are few that are ſo Undiſciplined, 
ſo entirely given over to Barbariſm and 
Brutality, as not to be ſomewhat re- 


ſpectful in their Carriage towards their 


Superiors; but then there are as ſe but 


tis too common a thing in the World 
now a- days, to deſpiſe Dominion, and 
ſpeak evil of Dignities; and no where 


more 


43 


what are faulty the other way. Alas! 
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more common than among 6 es: 
every Buſy-Body dares open his Mout 1 
againſt them, and will rail at and be- 


fatter them at a moſt extravagant rate! 


and even among thoſe that are not oils 
ty of doing ſo themſelves : Some wil fit 
ſtill and hear it, as quietly and as wellfa: 


tisfied as if it were but an innocent Di- 


verſion ; and yet there is nothing does 
more miſchief to Government, or tends 
more dire&ly to Anarchy and Confu- 
fion, than this ſcurvy Liberty, which 


People are apt to take with their 


Tongues. It was not for nothing that 
Meſes gave the Children of Vael that 
Prohibition, Exod. 22. 29. Thou ſþalt 


not revile the Gods, nor curſe the Ruler of 


thy' People And if there was Care ta- 
ken to lay a Reſtraint upon this Vice 
under the Moſaic Diſpenſation; let 
not Men dream of being indulged in it 
under that of the Goſpel. For our 8a. 
viour was ſo far from cancelling any part · 
of the Moral Law, that he has carried 
it much higher than ever it was. To 
inſtance, in the very Caſe we are upon 7 


if the Jews were commanded not to ſpeal 


evil of their Rulers, we Chriſtians are 


required to ſpeak evil of no Man : N ay, 
even to bleſs them that Ry us, and pray 
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for them that deſpitefully aſe us and perſecute 


. This is the Language of Chriſt and 


his Apoſtles, and what We all profeſs 8 


be goyern'd by. And yet how ftrange- 
ly do the Lives of many who call them - 


elves Chriſtians, contradict all this? 
Who would believe that ſo unchriſtian a 
Practice, a Practice that is ſuch a pro- 


feſs d Enemy to Government, and fo 
deſtructive of the Peace and Happineſs 


of Mankind, ſhould be ſuffer'd in any 


Chriſtian Society ? I fay, who would be- 
lieve this, that had not ſeen it? J profeſs, 
when I conſider what an unbounded 
Liberty ſome have taken in ſpeaking 
diſreſpectively of their Betters, and how 


boldly they go on in it, I know not 
which to wonder at moſt, the daring In- 


ſolence of theſe Libertines, or the For- 


bearance . that has been uſed towards 


them, in winking at their Crimes, and 


ſuffering them to go'unpuniſh'd. Sure 
theſe People miſtake Impunity for Ap- 


probation : but let them not run away 
with any ſuch Opinion, for this miſ- 
chievous Practice will meet with a ſevere 
Rebuke ſooner or later. In the mean 
while, let them remember the Advice 


of the wiſe Preacher, Eccleſ. 10. 20. Curſe 
not the Ning, no not in thy Thought, and 


curſe 
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curſe not the Rich in thy. Bedchamber ; for 
4 Bird of the Air ſhall carry the Voice, and 
that which hath Wings ſhall tell the, atter, 

And withal le: them take this Obſerya- 
tion along with them, that 70 deſpiſe Go. 
verument, and ſpeak evil of Dignities, is 
one part of that Character, which the 
Apoſtles have given of the worſt Sect of 
Men, that ever diſturb'd or infeſted the 
Church of Chriſt. But when I ſay this, 
T would not be thought to ſuppoſe there 
are very many of this Libertine Tribe; 
God forbid there ſhould; yet ſome there 
are, and if others are not aware of ſuch 
Principles and Practices, there will ſoon 
be more. For the prevention of which 
great Evil, I come now, in the _ 


Third and Laff place, to perſuade Men 
to the Practice of this neceſſary Duty of 
Submiſſion to Authority, by ſuch Mo- 
tives and Arguments as are proper to 


engage them to it. And 


Firſt, He that is wanting in his Duty 
to his Superiors, ſhould conſider how in. 
jurious he is to the Publick. For a due 
Subordination of the ſeveral Members of 
a Society, is the ſame thing to that, as the 
harmonious Agreement of the Parts and 

ES ä 
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Organs of the Body, in the regular Diſ- 
charge of their proper Functions, is to 
A and Support of human Life. 
If the Eye ſhould attempt to invade the 
Office of the Ear, or the Ear that of the 
Eye, ; what ſtrange Confuſion would this 
create? if the Hands and Feet ſhould u- 
ſurp over the Head, refuſe to follow its 


is, Direction, and ſet up for Deliberation 


ere and Advice; who does not ſee where 
e; this muſt end, and what would become 
re of the Body in a ſhort ſpace? for, as 
ch the Apoſtle 14 upon this Occaſion, 
on = mhether one Member ſuffer, all the Mem- 


ch bers. ſuffer with it, or one Member be ho- 


noured, all the Members rejoice with it. But 


beſides, that every diſorderly Member 


of a Society, is Injurious to the Publick; 
it behoves him to conſiderrrr,r 


\ b 


Second), what Inconvenience he 
draws upon himſelf; he not only feels 


brings upon the Community, whereof 
he is a Member, (and if the Body be 


his own Meaſures, and defeats thoſe 
Aims and Deſigns which are the govern- 
ing Principle of all his Actions. For he 
that is Diſobedient or Diſreſpectful to 
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the Effects of that Diſorder which he 


ſick, he cannot be well) but he breaks 
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his Superiors, - plainly ſhews what he 
would be; he would be uppermoſt if he 
could: and becauſe he cannot be ſo, he 
would needs place himſelf upon a level 
with thoſe that ſhould ſtand above him, 
Now he goes the wrongeſt way to work 
imaginable. For having by his ill Be. 
haviour diſobliged thoſe that are above 
him, he provokes them to take all Ad- 
vantages againſt him ; and indeed they 
have always one Advantage in their 
Hands; they have him under, and will 
keep him there if it be poſſible ; and 
may juſtify their ſo doing both to God 


and Man. For he that mutinies and 
rebels when he ſhould obey, will ty. 
rannize and inſult, if he ſhould get into 


any place of Power and Authority, In 
truth, he that is of a rebellious ungo. 
vernable 'Temper, puts a Bar to his own 
Adyancetnent, by letting the World 
ſee how little he is fit for it. Nay, he 


_ eſcapes better than he deſerves, if thoſe 


who have the Aſcendant over him, do 
not lay him yet lower. For that Apho- 
riſm ofour Bleſſed Saviour will hold good 


folong as the World laſts, Luke 14. 11. 
 Whoſoever exalteth him, ſhall be abaſed, and 
he that humbleth himſelf ſball be exalted. 


Thirdh, 


| Puniſhment of Rorah and his Confede- 
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mind (which yet he ſeems to forget) 


how Almighty God, in the Diſpenſations 
of his Providence, uſes to deal with ſuch 
as he is. *Tis a common Obſervation 
in the World, that thoſe who deſpiſe 


Authority, and refuſe to ſubmit to Go- 
vernment, do uſually come to ſome un- 


timely end. This is the meaning of that 
Saying of Agar, Prov. 30. 17. The Eye 
that mocketh at his Father, and deſpiſeth to 


obey his Mother, the Ravens of the Valley 
ſhall pick it out, and the young Eagles ſhall 


eat if, Thus it is, and thus it mult be 
ſo long as there is any Adminiſtration 
of Juſtice among Men. But what 1 


would chiefly remark here, is this, the 
Hand of Divine Providence has often 


appear'd fo very ſignally in the Puniſh- 


ment of Rebellion , that all Mankind 
has been awaken'd by it. Such was the 


49 
Ps Thiraly, let him that is of a ſtubborn, | 
ſelf-· will d, untractable Temper, call to 


rates. Whenthe Earth open'd her Mouth „ 


and ſwallow'd them up alive. A moſt 
aſtoniſhing Judgment! ſent on purpoſe 
to fore warn that untoward Generation 
of Men what they were to expect, if 
they ſhould dare ever after to 8 
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that Authority which God had ſet over 
them. Sometimes indeed God may in 


8 


his Wiſdom, think fit to paſs by lingl 


Offenders, and ſuffer them to eſcape his 
Vengeance in this Life; but then tis 
only to reſerve them for a heavier Doom. 
8 3 

9 - : , 7 


Foarthly and Laftly, the ſadeſt Con- 
ſideration of all, is, that the Sin of Re- 
bellion, will, by the juſt Judgment of 
God, conſign Men over to a ſtate of 
everlaſting Miſery, For, ſays the A- 


poſtle, whoever reſiſteth the Power, re. 


ſiſteth the Ordinance of God, and they that 
reſiſt ſhall receive to themſelves Damnation: 


And the mildeſt thing which that Phraſe 


Imports, is, an everlaſting Baniſhment 


from the Preſence of God. There are 


no Rebels in Heaven, nor ever have 


been, fince the Expulſion of that grand 
Rebel, the Prince of Darkneſs, with 


his Crew of Apoſtate Angels. And 'tis 


as impoſſible for any ſuch to enter there, 
ds it is for thoſe accurſed Spirits to re- 
gain what they have loſt; which they 


Can never do, unleſs they could change 


their Natures and ceaſe to be Devils. 
No, he that reſembles thoſe Rebellious 
Angels in his Nature, it by The Gia 
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of God, and his own ſincere Endea- 
' Þ| yours, there be not a Change wrought 

in him, while this State of Probation 

> | [afts, muſt expect to bear them Com- 

; | pany in thoſe Regions of eternal Woe 
and Miſery, where they are reſerved in 
everlaſting Chains under Darkneſs unto 

the Judgment of the great Day. 


- That Day will ſurely, come ; and *tis 
che Opinion of ſome of the learnedſt 
fen in the World, that it is not far off. 
i WU Pray God of his infinite Mercy prepare us all 
fer that ſtrict and ſolemn Account we ſhall 
. then be called to: And that for the ſake of his 
+ WW dear Son, Jeſus Chriſt, to whom, &c. 
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He that bateth Reproof ſhall die. » 


j 


I'S obſervable concerning the 
great Author of this Book, 
that tho' he hath deliver'd no- 

= thing but what is of excellent 

uſe for the Conduct of human Lite, yet 
he lays more ſtreſs upon ſome things 
than upon others, which, to make them 
go deep, and leave a laſting Impreſſion, 


in the ſame Words, but ſtill giving the 
Thought another Turn, and making it 
ſhine with a freſh Luſtre. Among other 
things, he frequently inculcates the Wiſe 
JJC 


Ee 
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E dom of hearkning to Reproof on the one 


hand, and the Folly of rejecting it on 
the the other. He that reg ardeth Reprovf, 
is prudent, and ſball be honoured ; but be 
that hateth Reproof, «sBratiſh : He that 
Hhlearetb Reproof, getteth Under ſtanding, but 
he tha refuſeth Inſtruſtion, 7 his amn 
Soul. Reprove not a Scorner leſt he hate 
thee, rebuke a wiſe Man and he will love thee, 
A Reproof entereth more into a wiſe Man, 
than ahunared Stripes into a Fool, He that 
being often reprovea, hardneth his Neck, ſbal 
ſuddenly be deſtroy d, and that without Re. 
medy. Correction is grievous unto him that 
forſaketh the way ; and he that hateth Re. 
proof ſhall die, 5 | | 


In the handling of this uſeful Argu- 
ment, I ſhall ſ r,, 
. Firft, The Unreaſonableneſs of Mens 
being impatient of Reproof: And 


: Secondly, The Danger they are in of 
being finally ruin'd, when they begin to 
harden themſelves againſt it. 


7 Firſt, I am to ſhew the Unrea ſonable- 
neſs of Men's being impatient of Re- 
proof: and this I ſhall do from this 1 

” old 


. 


1 


fold Conſideration. Firſt, that Reproof 


is a neceffary Work : And Secondly, that 


thoſe who are call 'd to this Office of re- 


proving others, can have no worldly In- 
tereſt to ſerve by it. As to tre 


_ Firft, if we conſider the mighty pre- 


valency of Vice, and the great and al- 


moſt univerfal Corruption of Mankind, 
it cannot be denied, but that Reproof 
is a Work, abſolutely neeeſſary in the 
World; nay, that it is the higheſt act 
of Charity to the Souls of Men: and 
yet, as neceſſary as it is, how ill do they 
often brook it, and how fretful and un- 

eaſie are they nndei it? Men have al- 


Pays been in this ill Humour of hating 


Reproof; and one may almoſt de- 
ſpair of ever ſeeing them in a better. 
Solomon brings in Wiſdom complaining 
thus, Prov. 1. 24, 25. I have called and 
Je have refuſed, I have ſtretched out my Hand 
aud no Man regarded: Te have ſet at nought © 
all my Counſe) and wonld none of my Re- 


proof. And St. Pau! charges thoſe to 


whom he wrote with the fame Injuſtice, 
Am I therefore, ſays he, become your Ene- 
my, becauſe ] tell you the Truth? Gal. 4. 16. 
The Apoſtle was ſo dear to them before, 


that they thought they could never do 


enough 
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nothing in the World they hate fo much 


SERMON IV. 


enough to expreſs the great Regard they 


had for him, v. 14, 15. But now that. 


he begins to deal freely with them, and 
lays their Miſcarriages beforethem, with- 
out Reſerve or Diſguiſe, they are preſent- 


ly at variance with him, and look upon 
him as an Enemy. But why ſhould 


Men be ſo unaccountably Perverſe in 


this Caſe alone? they are not ſo in o- 
ther Caſes. If a Man be ſick he does not 


quarrel with his Phyſician for reſcri- 


bing him a bitter Potion; if he has re- 
ceivd a Wound in his Body, he does 


not refuſe to have it well ſearch'd and 


cleanſed, becauſe it may put him to a 
little Pain, for he knows it muſt be en- 


dur'd, or he cannot recover. And why 
ſhould Men take it ſo heinouſly ill, when 


the Diſeaſes of their Souls are enquired 
into? are the Diſeaſes of the Soul 


of leſs dangerous Conſequence than 
thoſe of the Body? Whence then can this 
Unwillingneſs in Men to have their Faults 


ſet before them, whence, I ſay, can it 


proceed, or what can it be reſolved in- 
ro? Why, the plain truth of the Matter 
is this, Men are loath to part with their 
Sins; at leaft they think that may be 
done time enough hereafter. There is 


as 
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at to look into themſelves; and tho? 
Conſcience, that faithful Monitor; for- 


ces them to do it ſometimes, yet they 


do not care for it oftner than needs mult ; 


and that ſhall be ſeldom enough, if they 


may be allow'd. to be Judges. And 


therefore when any one takes upon him 
this unthankful Office, they are ready 
to join with that Complaint in the Goſ- 


pel, Why art thou come to torment us be- 
fore the time? or to ſay as Felix did to St. 


Paul, as he was reaſoning before him of 


Righteouſneſs, Temperance, and Judg- 


ment to come, Go thy way for this time, 


when I have à convenient Seaſon I will call 


for thee. But that Seaſon very ſeldom 


comes, or if it does it is very late, and 


that Iam ſure can never be a convenient 
Seaſon. For who would chuſe to have 
the Sins and Miſcarriages of 'his 'own 


Life marſhall'd together, and ſet, as it 
were, in Battel aray againſt him, at a 
time when he ſhould enjoy the greateſt 
Comforts of a good Conſcience; when 
he needs it the moſt, and if he has it 
not, would give all the World to pur- 
chaſe ſo ineſtimable a Treaſure? But 
this is not the worſt of the Caſe. For 


ſuppoſe a Man were willing to hearken 


to ſober Counſel and Admonition in the 


laſt 
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laſt Minutes of his Lifel yet this is only 
in order tO his Repentance: and vou 
know that the mildeſt thing that cab 
be aid of a Death-bed, Repentance, is 
thar it is very hazardous and uncertain, 
So that the 7 of ſuch a Suppoſal, 
and it is but a Su pal, amounts to ng 
more than this, that it is poſſible a Man 
that is leaving the World, may be then 
willing to be put in Mind o what he 
can e e ſure will * him Fay 


val. of 


But _ degree 0 r 
ing impatient of Reproof, w Fe x 
_ ear, if . conſider, „ | 


Haag that they who are ad to. 
this Office of reproving Aug, can have 
no Worldly Intereſt to ſerve by it. Nat 
but we — ſame Neceſſities of Na- 
ture to provide for with other Men; and 
care as little to provoke the Reſentments 
of thoſe with hm we. converſe, as 
they do, if we could airly diſpenſe with 
ſuch a Conduct as would avoid it. . To 
ſpeak plainly;; moſt Men low Ve to. be 
ſooth'd and 133 and ſuffer'd. ro go 
on in their ci Ways without. check or 

een and tho in other Weite 
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h BI love Plain-dealing, yet when their Spi- 
Wu EE tual Eſtate comes to be looked 4into? 
in there is nothing they hate more. The 
World is ſtill the fame thing as it was in 
n. the Days of the Prophet, when the Peo- 
l, ple could ſay to the Seers, ſee not, and to 
0 Prophets, propheſie not unto us right 
a things; ſpeak unto us ſmooth Things, 
1 propheſie Deteits. If therefore we con- 
te ſulted our preſent Eaſe and Advantage, 
J tis but winking at the great Diſorders 
of Mens Lives, and letting them pals 
4 unobſery'd, and all would be well. 
But how then ſhall we anſwer that 


Charge which is given bythe Apoſtle, and 
that too in the name of God and the Lord 
Jeſus Chrift ? Preach the Word, be inſtant 
in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon ; reprove, rebuke, 


rebuke, with all Authority, Nay, how juft- 
ly might we be accuſed of being falſe to 


fatal and dangerous Conſequence in the 
World? 5 504 7 3 


But we have not ſo learned of Chriſt. 
We muſt not, we dare not, cry Peace, 


n SFK SSS 


1 Peace, 


exhort: Theſe things ſpeak and exhort, and 


that ſacred Truſt which is lodg'd with 
us, and of betraying the Souls of Men 
into Security, which is of the moſt 
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Peace, where there is no Peace, tho? we 
might gain the World by it. Let me 
therefore exhort you in the Spirit of 
Meekneſs, if Reſentments do at any 
time ariſe from this Quarter, to check 
and ſupppreſs them in their firſt Begin- 
ings. For if ſuch a miſchievous Humour 
as this were cheriſh'd and ſuffer'd to 
ſpread, it is enough to blaſt and defeat 
the beſt, and kindeſt, and moſt effectu- 
al Endeavours of doing good to the Souls 
of Men, and promoting their eternal 
Welfare. But I proceed to ſhew in the 


Second place, that when Men begin 
to harden themſelves againſt Reproof, 
they are in great Danger of being final. 
„/ © #7 3p 


Firſt, it argues a ftrange Proficiency 
in Sin and Wickedneſs. Men muſt be 
very deeply engaged in evil Courſes, and 
even reſolve to perſiſt in them, before 
they can arrive at ſuch a hard inflexible 
Temper of Mind, as to reject the Coun- 

ſel of God againit themfelves ; and when 
they do, there is very little hopes of them, 
We may give them over for loſt; we 
may pity, but cannot help them. The 

' Spirit of God in the Holy ge 
8 takes 


takes notice but of two ſorts of Men that 


Scoffers and Hypocrites. He that re- 
roveth 4 Scorner, ſays Solomon, getteth 
himſelf Shame, and he that rebuketh a 
wicked Man, getteth himſelf 4 Blot. Re- 
prove not a Scorner, left he hate thee ; Re- 
buke a wiſe Man, and he will love thee. Prov. 
9. 7, 8. and Chap. 15. 12. A Scorner 
loveth not one that reproveth him, neither 
will he go unto the Wiſe, Now a Scorner, 
in the Language of the Scriptures, is a 
Sinner of the Fl Rank, one that makes 
a Mock of Religion and Virtue, and 
hates all that are wiſer and better than 
himſelf. A Scorner is indeed the worſt 
of Men; eben worſe than the Hypo- 
crite, becauſe his Example does more 
Miſchief in the World: and yet the Hy- 
& poerite is as incorrigible as he. Witneſs 
be the Phariſees, a Sect among the Jews, in 
d WF our Saviour's time. He rebuked them 
re WM ſeverely, as often as they came in his 
le way; but, inſtead of being the better for 
n- his wiſe and wholeſome Admonitions, 
n they grew worſe upon it. Inſomuch, 
n, that when he ſaw they were not to be 
e wrought upon, by any thing that he 
e could ſay to them; inftead of going a- 
5 bout to reclaim them, he utterly caſts 
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are incorrigible under Reproof; Profane 
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them off as Men devoted to Ruine, and 
denounces thoſe often repeated Woes a- 

ainſt them, which he knew they would 
_—_ not only upon themſelves, but the 
whole Nation. And now what can the 
incorrigible Sinner think of himſelf ? He 
may beunwilling perhaps to be brought 


Anceer ſuch odious Characters as theſe ; 


| will often reach the Caſe of ſuch a one 


or if he be not, I am ſure he ought to be; 
and yet, let him think what he will, he 
certainly does come under one of them, 
or will do in time; and his own Conſci- 
ence, if he will but hearken to it, will 


tell him ſo. But 


' Secondly, The Danger a Man is in of 


being finally ruin'd, when he begins to 
harden himſelf againſt Reproof, appears 
farther from hence, that in ſo doing, he 


fruſtrates and defeats all the ordinary 
means which God hath appointed for 


his Recovery, theſe are either publick 


By the former, I mean that Commiſ- 


ſion which is put into the Hands of thoſe 


who miniſter to others in holy things. 
In the faithful diſcharge of this Com- 
miſſion, ſome things will be ſaid, which 

as 
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as Tam here ſpeaking of: which as foon 
as he perceives, he preſently fancies he 


is particularly ſtruck at, and ſo reſolves 
to come no more in the way of ſuch an- 


other Blow; or if he does, tis only to 
whet his Reſentment, for he thinks he 
has receiv'd an Injury, and watches for 
an Opportunity of returning it as ſoon as 
he can. And by the latter, I mean that 


Obligation to friendly Admonition , 


which God has laid upon us all, and 


which, we all owe to one another as 
Brethren. This is a means of Convicti- 
on, which ſeems to be ſo peculiarly ad- 
apted, for purſuing the Sinner where- 


ever he flies, that one would ſcarce be- 
lieve it poſſible for him to avoid it: and 


yet he will make a ſhift ſo to order Mat- 
ters, as not to be reclaim'd by it. For, 
as Solomon ſpeaks, He will not go unto the 


| Wiſe, He hates the Converſation of fuch 


as he thinks will admoniſh him of his 


Faults, and will not go near them if he 


can help it. But if he cannot ſhun them, 
he will be ſure to weary them out by his 
incurable Obſtinacy, and ſo acquit them 
from giving themſelves any farther 
trouble about him. Thus you ſee how 
the incorrigible Sinner baffles all the or- 


dinary means of recalling him into the 
3 1 _ Faths 
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Paths of Virtue; and how without a M.. 
racle of Divine Grace, he is loſt and un- 
done for ever : And yet this is what he 


of all Men in the World has the leaft 


reaſon to expect. For 


* Thirdly, tho? there be ſuch a Meaſure 


of God's holy Spirit promis'd to all Men 


in common, as is ſufficient to guide and 
conduct them in the ways of Religion; 
yet we are no where told that this Divine 
Spirit offers any Violence to the Powers 
and Faculties of human Nature, or that 
he will miraculouſly infuſe Habits of Vir. 


tue into the Minds of thoſe who have 


no previous Diſpoſitions to it. On the 


contrary, wicked Men are ſaid to reſiſt 
the Holy Ghoſt; and all are required 
not to grieve, not to quench the Spirit of 
God. And ſure none are in greater dan- 
ger of ſo doing, than thoſe who reſiſt 
all the ordinary means of Conviction, 


and preſemptaouſly depend upon what 


they have no Title to. For if any have 
reaſon to expect a more than ordinary 
Meaſure of the Divine Grace, tis they 
who have made a right uſe of it, by 
yielding to, 'andobeyingits holy Motions 


and Suggeſtions: and not they, who, 


not withſtanding they have * 
e 


- 
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Forbearance and Long-ſuffering of God, 
by a continued courſe of Sin and Rebel 
lion, do yet reckon upon being ſaved by 
2 Miracle at laſt. And for this we have 
the beſt Authority in the World, even 
that of our Bleſſed Saviour himſelf; for, 


ſays he, Whoſoever hath, to him ſhall be 


given, and he ſhall have more abundance; 
but whoſoever hath not, from him (ball be 
talen away that he hath, „ i et 


Before I conclude this Diſcourſe, I 
would offer two or three Conſiderations, 
which may ſerve to make Men eaſie 
under Reproof. And _ 7 


Hirſt, When Admonitions are given 
in general, eſpecially by ſuch as have a 
Commiſſion for that purpoſe, how very 
wrong is it for any particular Perſons to 
take all to themſelves? Tis true, Ad- 
monitions are not ſo cheap as to be ſcat. 
ter d and let fall at random, but are al- 
ways ſuppoſed to have ſome Foundation 
to bottom upon; other wiſe, the giving 
them, would be no better than beating 


the Air, and giving Words to the Wind. 


But why ſhould any Man ſet himſelf up 
tor the Mark ? has he ſo ill an Opinion 


of himſelf, or ſo good none of the reſt 
Ee he» of 
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6 SERMON IV. 
of the World, as to think he is alone in 
the practice of any Vice? Upon other 
Occaſions, he is forward enough to rec · 
kon his Neighbours to be as bad as him- 
ſelf. There indeed he may be ſometimes 
miſtaken: but thus much. he may be 
aſſured of, that he does not want Com. 
pany. Let him therefore quiet himſelf 
with this Thought ; the Admonition 
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was indefinitely given, and was defign'd 
to extend as far as there was Occaſion 
for it, that is, to all-that come within 
its reach: if he be one of the number, 
we know whoſe Fault it is; and ſo much 
for that. But frog ie 


Secondly, Let Men conſider how weak 
and unmanly a thing it is to be peeviſh 
and fretful under Reproof. A Child is 


apt to take it ill, and thinks himſelf 
mightily injured when he is chid for do- 
ing amiſs; . and no Body wonders at it, 
becauſe he has not the full uſe of his Rea- 


ſon to judge what is for his: good. But 


Men ſhould be aſhamed of ſuch a Hu- 
mour as this; if for no other Reaſon, 
yet becauſe tis ſo Childiſh, and betrays 
ſo much Folly and Ignorance. Alas, we 
are all far enough from Perfection, we 
have many things to learn, and many 


3 


o unlearn, if we deſire to he Proficients 


in the School of Virtue: and ſuch we 


can never hope to be till we carry about 
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us a teachable Diſpoſition, till we, are. 


willing to diſcern our own Defects, and 
to become Wiſer and Better. We are 
all ready enough to pity the Follies and 
Indiſcretions of Childhood, eſpecially of 
that ſecond State of Childhood, which 
old Age has brought upon ſome. Let 


us not be Children when we ſhould be 


Men: and if we are Men, let us be- 


have our ſelves as ſucl. 


— 


Thirdly and Laſih, let him that is un- 


eaſie under Reproof, conſider what it is 
that makes him ſo, Is he not. Conſci- 
ous to himſelf that he has deſerv'd it? 
if he be not, why does it gall him thus? 


His being ſo ſenſibly touch'd with it, 


ſhews but too plainly there is a Sore in 
the Caſe. To quit the Metaphor, he 


is guilty to himſelf, and that will-natu- _ 
rally make him uneaſie: but then 'tis 


hisown Fault that he is ſo, and he ought 


to be heartily diſpleaſed with himſelf 


for it, And if every Man would thus 


turn the Edge of his Reſentment againſt - 
himſelf, there would nat be ſo much 


good Counſel thrown away; but we 
1 might 
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might hope to ſee the happy Effects of 
it 2 the World. To ſhut up all with 


an excellent Aphoriſm of the wiſe Man, 


we might then reaſonably hope to { 
the time come, When he that rebaketh y 
Man, ſhall afterwards find more Favour, 


than he that flattereth with the Tongae. 
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